The bulletin of the
Venice-Nokomis Rotary Club

20232024
District 6960 |CInb 4347,

Greeter/Invocation: Our greeter today was Van Laughlin. Van led us in
prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Attendance: Scott D’Army welcomed guests. He said we have a huge turnout
this week with over 56 people in attendance. Jay's guest is a perspective
member.

Announcements: Please don't forget to collect the “Soap for Hope”. This
year's collections will be delivered to Family Promise.

Wendy came forward to give us an Art Fest update. Alexa says 114 days until
Art Fest. She thanked all those who came forward to volunteer for committee
chairs. Julie S and Doug will chair the beer truck; Jesse and JJ will run the
food trucks; David Pankiw will handle music and already has some lined up;
Ivy will do the kids play area and assist with the Children’s art; Charlie Mills
will be golf cart coordinator; Rich Cimo will take care of the car show. Barb
Freeman will handle the judges for artists for the 14th year. Colleen has put
together a flyer to share. John L. and Bruce B. will chair Duck Pluck again this
year. January 20-21, 2024.

Casey introduced our District 6960 Public Image chair, Brittany Rohr to say a
few words. She encouraged members to give her ideas and suggestions for
PR in our district. She mentioned that her company is donating a website to
us which is under construction. The kindness initiative is called “Kind | Am”
which is aimed at healing the world in many ways. The kindness footprint app
will map our acts of kindness with a flower. It is $15 per month. Proceeds
go towards human trafficking and a smart watch application that can identify
kinds of stress; good, bad etc.
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Casey announced that Roger Button has resigned from
our club. He has been a member of the club for 20 years;
16 of those as Sergeant at Arms. We are grateful and
he will be missed. He has taken on additional volunteer
hours with SMH-Venice and feels that is where he needs
to be currently. Jim Romano has graciously agreed to
take on the role of Sergeant of Arms. Thank you, Jim.

Our first club social will be coming soon. It will have
a Halloween theme with some surprises yet to be
announced.

Interact Club car wash is scheduled for 10/14. Tickets
will be available at a future meeting.

Interact Dinner is scheduled for 11/9. Epiphany has
been confirmed as the site.

We signed up for the Sun Fiesta Bed Race at 9 a.m. on
Saturday, 10/21. It is the 50th anniversary of the Sun
Fiesta. Casey is working on a “fast” bed but will need
volunteers.

The District 6960 Luau will be at Myakka Campgrounds
on November 4, 2023.

We have also signed up to have a float in the Venice
Holiday Parade. More info to come.

Casey invited John Bragg, our current treasurer, up to the
podium for a few remarks. He reminded us of the 10/1
invoices which will be out this weekend. Check your
email. Please pay from the invoice as soon as you can.
He suggested it in 30 days or less. It helps keep the
workload down for our bookkeeper and the “collection”
committee. He observed the back table today and feels
like the credit card situation could be improved upon.
Once he gets that in order, we will strongly discourage
the “bill me” option. He asked for a show of hands from
those who are interested in using an auto pay system to
pay their dues and outstanding invoices. He got a good
response so they will fine tune the forms and we will
strive to launch that for the first billing of 2024.

New Member Induction - Josh Grubbs was welcomed
by Jeff Boone and Casey Riley as his sponsor. Heis a
transfer from Englewood.

Sunshine Report

Barb Freeman shared with us that Linda Renz is in the
hospital. She asked that we keep her in our thoughts
and hopefully she will be home soon.

Cart Talk

Jane Mendola reminded us that every 65 seconds
someone in the US is diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and/or
dementia. She reported that a breakthrough study about
how brain cells die in people who develop Alzheimer’s.
Researchers from the UK and Belgium did research
transplanting human brain cells into genetically modified
mice, who were programmed to produce large quantities
of abnormal amyloid. They found that the brain goes
through necroptosis which is more easily understood as
cellular suicide. The build up of abnormal amyloid occurs
between the neurons, causing swelling of the brain which
changes the internal chemistry of the brain. The cells then
produce “maternally expressed gene 3 molecules” which
starts necroptosis. With this information, they can work
on blocking the production of these molecules. It is hoped
that a whole new line of drugs will be forthcoming because
of this discovery. As always, there are still may hoops to
jump through but it is an ongoing effort greatly enhanced
by the results of this study.

Our speaker today is Chris Johnson from United Way. He
is Vice President of Community Impact. Right now, the
Long-Term Recovery Group to help lan victims in our area
is his focus. He told us that the expected recovery term for
a disaster of this nature is based on the number of days of
search and rescue. For lan it was 9 days so that is multiplied
by 100 arriving at 900 days of recovery. lan did over 112
billion dollars of damage in the path of the storm. It is the
3rd costliest in US history.

He summarized the coordination of the many organizations
and volunteer groups that are coming together to help those
still not in their homes or have badly damaged homes. There
are many who still have no roof, maybe an inhabitable home
or other needs. Faith based, non-profits, churches and many
other organizations are involved with United Way taking the
lead.

Some of what they do is connect people with resources.
Much of what they do is arrange for the construction, repair,
and recovery to be done. On October 7, 2023, a group of
skilled volunteers will be in the area to work on the buildings,
homes, etc.

Nine hundred twenty one homes are currently in need
of repairs; 40 home assessments are completed, and
connections made for materials. There are 16 homes
scheduled for repair beginning October 7, 2023.

How can we help? Spread the word to those in need, those
who want to donate dollars or time. Call the United Way.

A vital need is for storage of materials for construction
work along with places for the work crews to stay while they
are here. Lakeside Lutheran Church is housing them now

page 2



through May 2024. We have crews to help through May
2025 in three-month increments. Housing will be needed
after that. Please provide info on any leads for this need.
Convoy of Hope donates materials, but the coordination is
difficult right now because there isn't a place to stage it.
The materials are requested/ordered as needed which can
be tricky.

The questions led to the realization that it will be difficult
to get all 912 homes repaired by May 2025 with the current
resources. It is basically a volunteer labor availability issue.

Pay The Lawyer

Jeff started PTL with a fine to Scott for a lull in the invocation.
He meant Van Laughlin who really gave the invocation and
proceeded to pay his own dollar for the error.

Matt Cary, Jay Kasmark and Ed Benson paid $1 each for a
public image challenge where they are concerned.

Jim Renz paid a fine for making Ed Benson yawn. It must be
something at that table.

Charlie Mills paid $1 for the memories the Bed Race must
bring back from his Playboy mansion days.

Josh Grubbs is now the youngest member and Jack K is the
oldest. It cost them.

Jane Mendola paid a fine for being British as it related to
a story Jeff told about the revolutionary war and Jack's
participation.

Bob Johnson was fined for his phone going off during the
meeting.

John Bragg paid a fine to commemorate today in history
when Ted Williams came up to the bat for the last time for
the Red Sox.

Chuck Snyder and Rich Cimo each paid up for busily doing
something on their phones. It was suggested that it was
porn, so we called it the porn fine which is likely the first time
a fine of this kind was levied.

Casey, Joe and Wendy paid confusion fines for a distribution
of flyers by Colleen. The story itself was confusing to me.
FSU fans paid an embarrassment fine for our kicker missing
a “high school” level field goal of only 21 yards.

Penny and Jim Woods paid a thankful dollar for OSU’s win
over Notre Dame.

Jeff paid $1 for being able to watch Colorado play from a
sports bar in Colorado.

Tom Fitch paid a phone fine on his own.

Kevin Hanley was very disappointed about Notre Dame
and paid $4. It should have been more, but Kevin said he
didn't have enough money to really express the level of his
disappointment!

Happy Dollars:
Ken Jones - Actually got to see Ted Williams play when he
was a child.

John Bragg - Glad to be back.
Bruce Bench -Go Univ of Washington!

Wendy - VHS PSA - Game against Riverview Friday night.
Be there!

Craig Riley - Happy to be back.

Ivy Long - So thrilled that her best friend is going to become
a member of our club.

Jerry Downs - Phone went off during meeting.

Jeff Boone - Happy that Jim Woods is here again. He used
to fine he all the time when he was a member. Brings back
memories. Told the story about Jim riding to meeting on
his bike only to have truant officer pick Jim up and take him
back to school.....the elementary school!

Casey - Finished off with happy dollars for having Josh and
Ivy Long with us as club members, returning members from
the north and agreat program today.

Larry paid $1 for not being fined lately and a sad $ that for
the first time in years, there will be no Tom Brady on the field.
Larry also paid happy $10 that his two granddaughters got
engaged recently. Their Dad passed away so both fiance’s
actually contacted Larry and his wife and asked their
permission. Jeff even paid $ for such a beautiful story.
Chuck paid $ to remind UF backers to watch Swamp Kings.
Annie paid a 4 way test $ because she was late. Elaine also
paid for being late.

Casey paid happy $$ because he and Emma are heading to
Greece for a wedding.

Casey made one final announcement. J.J. will be leading
the meeting next week in his absence so please be kind.

The meeting ended with the 4-Way Test!

w J $1,145 with 30 cards left. Ared

ticket #9176 was drawn. Bruce Bench had the
winning ticket. He drew the Ace of spades, so
the pot grows

Weekly Meeting Zoom information
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89738731829?pwd=a0RW
NndOUORLdjRnWGxmZGhZNUXEQT09

Meeting ID: 897 3873 1829
Passcode: VNRotary23
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Paul Harris

Paul Harris Society members pledge to donate at least $1,000
of their own money each year to the Rotary Foundation. That
works out to about $84 per month or $2.74 per day. Donations
can be made via credit card, bank charge, or with dues
payments, and can be made annually, semi-annually, quarterly
or monthly. We invite you to become a member. Please see
Susan Hanks for more information.

Paul Harris Fellows have made a total donation of at least
$1,000 (sometimes over month or years) to the Rotary
Foundation. The 2nd $1,000 donation level earns a Paul Harris
Plus 1. The same for each $1,000 up to $9,000 which would
be a Paul Harris Plus 8. At $10,000 or more the recognition
becomes a Major Donor. Please see Susan Hanks for more

information.

Bequest Society members commit a legacy in their will to the
Rotary Foundation. Recognition starts at $10,000. Please see
Susan Hanks for more information.

Benefactors pledge to leave at least $1,000 to the Rotary

Foundation.

Paul Harris Society

Penny Corell
Tom Fitch
Barbara Freeman
Barry Gray
Christopher Gray
Susan Hanks
Jay Kasmark
Nanci Korman
Jesse Lazarus
Evan Lebson
George Lewis
Nancy Lewis

Bill Mehserle

Paige Balsinger
Mark Beebe
Richard Beebe
Bruce Bench
Edward Benson
Richard Bond
Annette Boone
Jackson Boone
Jeffery Boone
Stephen Boone
Stuart Boone
John Bragg
Matthew Brooker
Roger Button
Matthew Cary
Richard Cimo

John Myers

Wendy North
Stephen Picazio Sr.
Diane Pick

Jeffrey Pick
Joseph Pokorney
Craig T. Riley
Victoria Stultz
Steven Wirth

Sarah Young

Penny Corell
Jerry Downs
Elaine Ellison
Lat Farr

Tom Fitch
Barbara Freeman
Barry Gray
Christopher Gray
Susan Hanks
Thomas Hanks
Samantha Hill
Donald Hillerich
Kate Hill-Moore
Judy Jankowski
Jeffrey Johnson
Robert Johnson

Christopher Gray - 1
Susan Hanks - 1
Jay Kasmark - 1
Mark Murray-1
Wendy North - 1
Steve Picazio Sr.- 1
Joe Pokorney-1
Steve Wirth - 1
Evan Lebson - 2
George Lewis -3
Jeffrey Pick - 4

George Kalbfleisch
Jay Kasmark
Nanci Korman
Jack Kurschner

Jesse Lazarus
Donald Lazzaro
Evan Lebson
John LeRoux
George Lewis
Nancy Lewis
John Marshall 11
Ken McBride
Larry McCarthy
Tony McNair
Jane Mendola

Douglas Laudenslager

The Rotary Foundation
Donor Recognition Program

The Rotary Foundation, a 501(c)3 charity, needs
your support to continue their excellent work in
the United States and throughout the world. The
foundation accepts, checks, credit cards, bank
account charges, IRA distributions, and tangible
assets such as stock transfers.

You can also donate with your dues payments.
The Rotary Foundation enjoys an outstanding
reputation and the highest ratings from companies
that rate non-profit organizations, such as: www.

charitynavigator.org

Below is some information about donor recognition
awarded to donors to the Rotary Foundation.

Bequest Society

Barbara Freeman - 1
Jane Mendola - 1
Mark Murray -1
Wendy North - 1
David Pankiw - 4
Diane Pick - 6
Jeffrey Pick - 6

Charles Mills

Mark Murray

John Myers

Wendy North

David Pankiw
Stephen Picazio Jr.
Stephen Picazio Sr.
Diane Pick

Jeffrey Pick
Joseph Pokorney
Kim Randolph

Jim Renz

Craig T. Riley
Casey Riley

James Romano
Charles Snyder

Barbara Freeman
George Lewis
Jane Mendola
Mark Murray
Wendy North
David Pankiw
Diane Pick
Jeffrey Pick
Steve Wirth

Julia Stalnaker
Victoria Stultz
Mike Sundaram
Lee Thacker
Mirian Walters
James Wefso
Clifton White
Randy Winkel
Steven Wirth
Sarah Young
Richard Zwiebel

Paul Harris Fellows
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Doc Matson Awards

and his ideals by awarding two annual awards in his name. ‘Doc Matson served the

Venice-Nokomis Rotary selflessly for almost 20 years and he held the world record for
continuous perfect attendance of 67 years, 3 months, 3 weeks. The recipients of these awards
should exemplify the Rotary motto of “Service Above Self” and be the best possible example
of living by the fundamentals of the 4-Way test.

The Venice-Nokomis Rotary Club honors the memory of Rotarian Charles “Doc” Matson

ROTARIANS NON-ROTARIANS

HAZEN STEVENS

CLIF WHITE BILL HANCOCK

DAN BOONE BRAD BAKER

JACK MEYERHOFF STEVE HARNER

BOB BOWLIN DAN PARIS|

BILL VAN COTT BOB VEDDER

GRADY HOUGH CHUCK KOCH

BOB MILES CHUCK REITER

FRANK WHITING LAUREL O'CONNORS :

TERRY LITTRELL MERLE GRASER Is it FAIR to all
JIMHILL FRANCIS BOURNE concerned?

JACK OGLE SANDRA TERRY

BUD MILLER MARION OGLE

GEORGE PICKHARDT WENDY FISHMAN

DICK DODDERIDGE FREDA BOONE

JEFF BOONE C.J. FISHMAN N :

JOE MONROE GEORGE HUNT Will it build

BILL WILSON JEAN TRAMMELL GOOD WILL and
HANK MIKAELIAN DAVID FARLEY better FRIENDSHIPS?
DAN O'HARA LIZ HILL

ROBERT WALDRON DEAN CALAMARAS

JIMWOODS BENNY WEAVER

JEFF PICK NANCY DETERT

NANCI KORMAN DON HAY Will it be

JACK STARKS JUDY WILCOX

DAVID YARZAB FRAN VALENCIC BENEFICIAL to all
JOE POKORNEY RICH CARROLL concerned?
RICHARD BEEBE GINATAYLOR

JULIE STALNAKER MIKE PACHOTA

JOHN RYAN TOM KNIGHT

STEVE BOONE CRAIG FAULKNER

JACK KURSCHNER

HARRY CASE

KATHY LEHNER

Is it the TRUTH?




Venice-Nokomis Rotary Club Past Presidents

hank you to all of our past presidents who have fearlessly led the
Venice-Nokomis Rotary Club to greatness!

1947-48 James T. Blalock 1983-84 Clifton F. White, Esq.
1948-49 Robert S. Baynard, Esq. M.A. 1984-85 Robert E. Bowlin
1949-50 Braswell, Esq. 1985-86 Cavil Lee Linkous
1950-51 George E. Youngberg, Sr. 1986-87 William M. Van Cott
1951-52 Chidester Johnson 1987-88 Robert K. Coulter
1952-53 George T. Gibbs, Jr. 1988-89 Jeffery A. Boone, Esq.
1953-54 Col. William R. Grove, Jr. 1989-90 Robert L. Waldron
1954-55 Benjamin B. Dunn 1990-91 Stephen J. Picazio, Sr.
1955-56 Robert S. Baynard, Esq. 1991-92 D. Grady Hough, Jr., C.PA.
1956-57 Wesley D. Buchannan 1992-93 George D. Pickhardt
1957-58 Douglas R. Murphy, M.D. 1993-94 Farnsley “Pete” Peters
1958-59 Lester Thompson, D.D.S. 1994-95 W. Jack Ogle
1959-60 E.S. Raymond 1995-96 Terry E. Littrell
1960-61 John Beatty 1996-97 Richard W. Dodderidge
1961-62 John E. Davis 1997-98 Jeffrey P. Johnson, D.C.M.
1962-63 Jay H. Lumley 1998-99 Daniel O'Hara
1963-64 Lauriston Rutherford, D.D.S. (moved) 1999-00 Mary Stanley

George H. Wheeler, Jr. (completed year) 2000-01 Stephen J. Picazio, Jr.
1964-65 John Elkins Fraser (passed away) 2001-02 William D. Willson

J. Howard Vaughn (completed year) 2002-03 Eiaine M. Boyer
1965-66 Leon D. Terry, D.D.S. 2003-04 Elliot D. Dibbs, D.D.S.
1966-67 Rev. Donis D. Patterson 2004-05 John Ryan
1967-68 Charles R. Miles 2005-06 Mollie Hernandez
1968-69 Ronald T. Hanson 2006-07 Jerry Zwers
1969-70 James H. Brandt, D.V.M. 2007-08 Bob Mudge
1970-71 Omar Wilson, Jr. 2008-09 Joseph L. Pokorney
1971-72 C. M. Chisolm 2009-10 Lat Farr
1972-73 Gerald H. Hollestelle (resigned) 2010-11 Beth Harrison

Charles C. Smith (completed year) 2011-12 Doug Laudenslager
1973-74 Charles C. Smith 2012-13 Nevenka Kovcic
1974-75 E.G. “Dan” Boone, Esq. 2013-14 Julie Stalnaker
1975-76 Col. Joseph L. Tucker 2014-15 Jeff Pick
1976-77 Robert I. Johnson 2015-16 Blair Post
1977-78 Hazen H. Stevens 2016-17 Penny Corell
1978-79 James C. Hill 2017-18 Matt Cary
1979-80 Richard R. Sutton 2018-19 Jane Mendola
1980-81 Paul A. Dent 2019-20 Wendy North
1981-82 Ronald W. Higel, D.D.S. 2020-21 Matt Britton
1982-83 James B. Powell 2021-22 Susan Hanks

2022-23 David Pankiw
Interact Club

Meets Tuesdays at 5:30 pm - during the school year
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2023-2024
Club, District & RI Calendar

July 27 - Club Assembly

Aug 3 - Kevin McCarthy classification talk

Aug 10 - DG Alfred Current club visit

Aug 17 - James Clinch, Venice Assistant City Manage

Aug 26 - Rotary Futures Dueling Pianos

Aug 26 - RLI - Woodland School

Aug 31 - Karen Rose, Sarasota County School Board
Sept 7 - Jay Kasmark classification talk

Sept 14 - Tom Knight, former Sheriff of Sarasota Co.
Sept 21 - Gina Taylor BBBS

Sept 28 - Chris Johnson, United Way

Nov 2 - Steve Young, CEO of HCA Florida

Nov 4 - District Luau at Englewood Rotary Club

Nov 9 - Interact Dinner

Jan 20-21 - Art Fest

Feb 17 - Foundation Banquet

July 12-13 - District Conference

julia.stalnaker@raymondjames.com
johnfleroux@hotmail.com
wenorth@comcast.net
susan@younghanks.com

Julie Stalnaker
John Leroux
Wendy North
Susan Hanks

September Birthdays

BCarroll, Cliff
Fitch, Tom
Hill, Samc

9/17
9/13
9/14
9/30
9/30

Johnson, Bob

Laughlin, Van

Board Meetings
2nd Thurs. of each month | 5:00 PM
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 861 3315 6477 Passcode: 540184

Websites

www.venicenokomisrotary.org
www.rotarydistrict6960.org

www.rotary.org
Area Meetings

MON | Sarasota Southside: Libby's Restaurant | 6:45 am
Sarasota Gateway: Mulligan’s- 12:15 pm
Bobby Jones Golf club

TUE | Charlotte Harbor: Cultural Center 7:00am
Venice Sunset: Venice Moose Lodge 7:15 pm
Englewood: The Englewood Elks 12 noon
Lodge 401
(1st Tues. of every month is at 5:30pm) | (5:30 pm)
Sarasota Bay: Van Wezel Grand Foyer | 12 noon
Sarasota Gulf Gate: Mattison’s on 41 12 noon

WED | West Bradenton: Bradenton CC 6:45am
Placida: Rotunda Hills GCC 7:00 am
Harbor Heights: Charlotte Harbor YC 7:00 am
Sarasota: Marina Jacks 12 noon
North Port Central: Olde World Rest. 12 noon
Port Charlotte: So. Port Sq Gables 2nd fl | 12:15 pm

THU | Englewood/Lemon Bay: The Englewood 7:00am
Elks Lodge 401
Punta Gorda: Isles Yacht Club 7:15am
Lakewood Ranch: LWR Golf & CC 12:00 pm
Sarasota Keys: Hotel Indigo 12:15pm

ANY | WWW.ROTARYCLUBONE.ORG Ongoing

Mendola, Jane
Rau, Mike




Rotary Sponsors

ALLARSZUND

CHARTERS & TOURS

Paige Balsinger ~Tour Department Mgr
Paige@AllAroundBus.com
941.488.9393

nia Lane  Nokomis, FL 34275
6 - www.AllAroundBus.com

Matthew G. Cary
Advisor/Agent
333 S. Tamiami Trail Suite 323
Venice, FL 34285
Office: (941)786-1049
Cell: (941)445-3246
Fax: (863)537-6710
Matthew@Palmerflains.com
www.palmerflains.com

- -
VENIC

Fidl Earwica &
Tompinirading Promdcy

Earal Yoursg, F.Ph,
Pl i e

560 Tha Rialo

Wanoa, FL 34385

1.485 8305 Phdn

Ol 1 SRS 4735 (Fax)
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Erica Downs

Sales Associate
941.445.4726 office
941.544.4754 cell
941.375.8240 fax
erica@hallmarkbrokers.com
www.hallmarkbrokers.com

&% HALLMARK

Y BUSINESS BROKERS, INC.

230 Tamiami Trail S., Ste 1
Venice, FL 34285

JULIA STALNAKER, CFP®, CDFA

Financial Advisor

Julia. Stalnaker@raymondjames.com

1314 East Venice Avenue, Suite A
Venice, FL 34285

O 541.412.1400 | F 941.412.1300

Raymond Jam es & Assocites, Inc., mem ber New York Stock Exchange/SIPC

GULF SHORES

REALTY
ConsLant
BEOKER-ASS0OCIATE

www.korszen.com

Cral 4994130 | P 941 4454355 | Froal 244 2491
L= by harrycomnsisnLoom
gl Hidgewnod Ave., Yenaee, F1LE2EG
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